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or less hidden. In a large community most people know very
little about the affairs of other groups than their own. The
only way in which a group can get its concerns widely known
is "by affording "copy" for the newspapers, and by showing it-
self sufficiently strong and determined to command respect.
When these conditions are fulfilled, even if it is force that is
brought to bear upon the government, it is persuasion that is
brought to bear upon the community And in the long run no
victory is secure unless it rests upon persuasion, and employs
force at most as a means to persuasion.

The mention of the press and its effect on public opinion
suggests a direction in which direct action has sometimes been
advocated, namely to counteract the capitalist bias of almost all
great newspapers. One can imagine compositors refusing to
set up some statement about trade-union action which they
know to be directly contrary to the truth. Or they might in-
sist on setting up side by side a statement of the case from the
trade-union standpoint. Such a weapon, if it were used spar-
ingly and judiciously, might do much to counteract the influence
of the newspapers in misleading public opinion. So long as the
capitalist system persists, more newspapers are bound to be
capitalist ventures and to present "facts," in the main, in the
way that suits capitalistic interests. A strong case can be made
out for the use of direct action to counteract this tendency,
But it is obvious that very grave dangers would attend such a
practice if it became common. A censorship of the press by
trade unionists would, in the long run, be just as harmful as
any other censorship. It is improbable, however, that the
method could be carried to such extremes, since if it were a
special set of blackleg compositors would be trained up, and
no others would gain admission to the offices of capitalist news-
papers. In this case, as in others, the dangers supposed to be-
long to the method of direct action are largely illusory, owing
to the natural limitations of its effectiveness.

Direct action may be employed: (i) for amelioration of
trade conditions within the present economic system; (2) for
economic reconstruction, including the partial or complete abo-
lition of the capitalist system; (3) for political ends, such as
altering the form of government, extension of the suffrage, or
amnesty for political prisoners Of these three no one now-
adays would deny the legitimacy of the first, except in excep-
tional circumstances. The third, except for purposes of es-